This issue is one with copious amounts of news and |
hope you will enjoy reading what a remarkable variety
of endeavors, contributions, and experiences our
students, faculty, staff, and graduates have had over
the years. It is gratifying indeed to see the impact our
small program has had over the years.

| would like to express my deepest gratitude to
Professor Stan Madan. He has been tireless in keeping
in touch with former students and faculty and in
gathering news about since our last issue. We are all
much the richer for his efforts. | would like to dedicate
this issue to Professor Stanley K. Madan for the deep
care that he has for the Department and particularly for
its students. Stan, you have our deepest gratitude and
heartfelt thanks.

Nicolay Dimitrov and Rebecca Kissling are our newest
faculty, having arrived in Fall 2003, and we welcome
them to the long tradition that is the Department of
Chemistry at Binghamton. We presently have a widely
defined faculty search under way in the area of
chemistry bordering on biology. Our excellent young
faculty members bring a level of excitement, energy,
and talent that is hard to match. Their commitment to
both the finest research to be found anywhere and to
excellent teaching in the classroom and laboratory
maintains the traditions and mission of Binghamton
University.

Their strengths are not only visible to faculty, students,
and the administration at BU, but also to the wider
academic community. While this brings well-deserved

visibility to Binghamton, it sometimes makes our faculty

attractive to other institutions. Rob Ben, one of our
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most promising young faculty, has recently left for a
position in Ottawa. Thus one of the present leadership
challenges of the department is to muster the
resources and facilities necessary to remain attractive
to our fine young faculty and to provide them with an
environment in which they can continue to grow. In
these times of limited resources, skillful anticipation of
the needs of young faculty can only go so far. If you or
your employer or firm has resources that could help us
maintain the fine tradition that you remember and that
has helped you achieve your professional goals,
please bear us in mind. Binghamton University is
growing ever more skillful in working creatively with
donors in ways that meet mutual needs. In the Recent
Gifts section of the newsletter, you will see our
acknowledgement of the generous gifts of former
students and their employers, present and former
faculty and their spouses, and friends of the
department. Most of these gifts assist us in ways that
provide student awards for academic excellence,
teaching and equipment purchases, and student
fellowships, but gifts are not restricted to these
categories alone.

Dave Doetschman

| pulled out the last newsletter, dated September,
2000, and noticed that I, as editor, was planning two
issues per year. We did gather material for another
issue in September, 2001, including an interview and
much alumni news. Well, finally, two years later, here’s
that issue. It reminds me of the rule of thumb used to
figure how much time a research project will take:
estimate the longest possible time it will take, triple that
time, and the resulting time is the minimum time the
project will actually take.

Because of the two and a half year gap between
collecting alumni information and publishing it, some of
the news is dated. We have tried to update the news,
but in some cases we were unable to contact alumni
directly. Please forgive us if the information is
somewhat dated.

Jim Dix




In the Fall of 2002, Richard Quest, head of our
instructional laboratories program, announced his
intention to retire. (In 1979, Richard assumed the
position held by Lois Mackey.) His role in the
department has grown over the years to be much more
than head of the lab program. His influence has been
felt in many ways. Under his leadership, graduate
student teaching of laboratories has become as much
a carefully mentored learning experience, as it is a
teaching responsibility. As Chair, | can say that his role
as a careful listener to faculty, as well as to students,
and serving as a lightning rod for detecting and
averting potentially troublesome issues has become
invaluable. His excellent long-term planning and
coordinating skills have likewise become almost
routine and will be sorely missed. Because of his
careful mentoring of teaching assistants, his role in the

deliberations on the department’s graduate student
awards has also become central. In recent years he
has played an important role in the department’s safety
program, helping make our program a model of safety
in the university. Richard signed a post-retirement
contract to serve on a part-time basis in 2003 and will
serve as a consultant to the department on an as-
needed basis in the Spring and Summer of 2004. Dr.
Alexsandra Silva, a former postdoctoral research
associate of Dr. Lees, is serving the department as
interim laboratory coordinator in Fall 2003 and Spring
and Summer 2004, as we seek to hire a replacement
for Mr. Quest.

We also welcome Bob Kematick, organic laboratories
associate, and Jurgen Shulte, NMR facilities
coordinator, who have served us faithfully for a number
of years, to permanent appointment to the uniformly
excellent professional staff of the department.

Dave Doetschman

Let us hear from you!
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Let us hear from you! Let us hear from you!

The undergraduate program in the Chemistry
department (and, indeed, at Binghamton University as
a whole) continues to grow, while at the same time
retaining its academic value. In Spring of 2003, we
have 28 Chemistry majors graduate and a similar
number of Biochemistry majors (a program shared
between Chemistry and Biology). Combining these two
majors, the total number of graduates put us in the top
25 schools in the country in terms of number of
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graduating undergraduates - quite an accomplishment
considering our size compared to virtually all of the
other schools on that list! Based upon enrollments in
upper level Chemistry courses, we can expect the
number of Chemistry majors to continue to increase.

While growing, we continue to also have a number of
excellent students in the program. Spring of 2003 saw
9 of our graduates receiving the honor of Distinguished
Independent Work after completing and defending
Honors theses. During their stay at Binghamton
University, our undergraduates continue to find
research to be a critical part of their education and the
vast majority of our undergraduate majors do take part
in research. During the last academic year,
undergraduates were co-authors on more than 22
peer-reviewed publications and served as an integral
part of an equal number of presentations. Their efforts
not only contribute to the continued tradition of
excellence here at Binghamton University, but also
have helped greatly in expanding the research
reputation of this department. Another good sign is that
our graduating majors are continuing to find either
employment or be admitted into professional schools
upon graduation. Roughly 25% of our majors continued
on to graduate school at high caliber institutions such
as Queen® College, Stony Brook, and the University of
Pennsylvania. Another 50% went on to professional
schools, including medical school.




We had one more major change this year. Richard
Quest, who has played such an important role in
making certain that the undergraduate laboratory
classes ran smoothly, retired. He slowly phased
himself out, continuing to guide the program last
spring, and then largely turning over the reigns to our
new coordinator - Alexsandra Silva. Alexsandra is
completely in charge for this coming spring semester
and has been doing a fantastic job at taking over a
hard (and largely thankless) task with remarkable
efficiency. While we will all miss Richard, the
undergraduate laboratories are in great hand with
Alexsandra.

As we look forward to the future, the growth in number
of majors is encouraging, but does mean that the
faculty must continue to work harder to maintain the
present level of excellence in education. We must also
continue to find new ways to make certain that all of
our undergraduates receive the best possible
education (including modern instrumentation - a
constant challenge). Fortunately, with the infusion of
new faculty members (Rebecca Kissling and Nikolay
Dimitrov), we are ready to face this challenge and look
forward to the opportunities that the next year(s) bring
to us.

Scott Handy

As some of you know, Gene Stevens is taking a well-
deserved break from the day-to-day affairs of the
graduate program and handed the graduate director
reigns to me in September 2003. | hope that | can keep
the current graduate students on track as well as he
did.

The graduate program is going strong. We have
students from all over the world — including China,
India, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Kenya, Bulgaria and of
course the United States. The Chemistry graduate
students continue do very well in campus-wide
competitions — in this academic year, we have two
University awardees for excellence in research
(Yanning Song and Dat Tran) and one University
awardee for excellence in teaching (Somnath Dutta).
Dat Tran was also awarded a Dissertation Year
Fellowship for the 2003-2004 academic year from BU.

We like to keep track of what our graduates are doing,
so please let us know your news — jobs, marriages,
children, or whatever else is happening in your lives!

Susan Bane

The chemistry faculty has undergone a number of
changes since our last newsletter. After more that a
decade of outstanding leadership as department chair,
Alistair Lees is taking a well-deserved break with
three semesters of leave due. Dave Doetschman
assumed the chair position last summer, and is
currently guiding the department through a new faculty
hire, cuts in instructional funds, infrastructure
improvement, and other issues that come with the
chair position.

Rob Ben left Binghamton to assume a well-funded
Canada Research Chair in Medicinal Chemistry at his
alma mater, the University of Ottawa. His sprightly
approach to teaching and research will be sorely
missed. We wish him well in his new position.

Last fall, two new faculty joined the department as
Assistant Professors. Nikolay Dimitrov joins us from
Arizona State University, where he was Assistant
Professor in the Mechanical and Aerospace
Engineering Department. Nikolay's research interests
are in thin films, corrosion of aluminum alloys, and
nano-materials. Rebecca Kissling joins us from the
University of New Orleans where she was a
postdoctoral fellow with Steven Nolan. Rebecca’s
research interests are in catalysis bases on chiral
transition metal ferrocene compounds. If the name
Kissling sounds familiar to some of you, it's because
Rebecca is the daughter of Elizabeth Kissling, who
worked in the Research Foundation office, and Don
Kissling, who was a faculty member in the Geology
Department.

The faculty continue to garner significant recognition.
Two faculty, Scott Oliver and CJ Zhong, received the
highly coveted and highly competitive NSF CAREER
awards, given to promising scientists at the beginning
of their careers. Of the four CAREER awards on
campus, two are now in the Chemistry Department.
The research of six chemistry department faculty
(Alistair Lees, CJ Zhong, Wunmi Sadik, Scott
Oliver, Scott Handy, and Susan Bane) was featured
in articles in the Fall, 2003, issue of Binghamton
Research; half of that issue was devoted to chemistry
department research. Wunmi Sadik was the 2003
Dean’s Distinguished Lecturer, the first junior faculty
member to be so honored. The faculty continue to
gather multiyear awards from government and private
sources to fund their research. In the past year,
external funding was $2,637,112.

Wayne Jones continues to serve in a variety of
university administrative positions, including Deputy to
the President and Director of the Center for Learning
and Teaching, while at the same time receiving a 2001



Chancellor’'s and University Award for Excellence in
Teaching, running a research group of 15 students and
postdoctoral fellows, attracting significant external
funding, and publishing lots of papers.

On the research front, the faculty continue to do really
cool chemistry. Alistair Lees, in work for which he
received the University Award for Excellence in
Research in 2002, has built beautiful, stable, self-
assembled, large molecules with ruthenium, rhodium,
and palladium. Scott Oliver has synthesized
positively-charged microporous materials that may be
useful in remediating spills of negatively-charged
toxins. CJ Zhong has patented a miniature electrically-
driven pump that has no moving parts. Scott Handy
has synthesized the molecular skeleton of lamellarins,
molecules that inhibit resistant cancer cells from
pumping out intracellular chemotherapeutic agents.

Bruce McDuffie, Emeritus Professor and first Chair of
the department, writes in an August 2003 letter to
Professor Madan and his wife, Carol, “l am sorry it's
been so long since we made it to Binghamton. We did
get to Princeton in June 2002 for my 60™ reunion.”
They considered driving to Binghamton but driving is
getting more difficult. Wini, Bruces’s wife, writes, “We
think of you often” and also thinks of coming to
Binghamton. (More recently Bruce and his wife visited
Professor and Mrs. Madan and the campus. Busy
traveling, as faculty often are, attempts to contact
many of the chemistry faculty failed but Bruce did have
a very interesting and enthusiastic visit with Professor
Zhong in his laboratory.)

Bruce continues, “We are fortunate that we do manage
to park out pets and see our children and relatives
quite a bit. Every couple of years we visit Susan in
Santa Fe and she came to see us on her break this

Spring. We have been to New Hampshire several
times to see Judie’s family (middle son Sean
graduated from high school this year) and once to
attend the wedding of one of Fritz’ granddaughters to a
fellow grad of Dartmouth. Occasionally, we get to the
LA area to see John or my sister Mary — we also see
(&hear) John when he’s playing guitar for a Rita
Coolidge concert not too far from Chattanooga.
Several weeks ago | flew to LA to help [family]. Also
there are occasional visits with Wini's elderly sister in
Columbus GA and annual get-togethers with her
brother Charles and his family over in NE Georgia.

“We are both getting along OK and staying fairly busy.
| play golf a lot, occasionally in the eighties. I'm cutting
back now on some volunteering, but still (am) active in
following the cleanup of Chattanooga Creek, a
superfund site. (Years ago coke plants, making coke
for the foundries here, dumped tons & tons of by-
product coal tar into this creek, which flows in from
Georgia with rainfall from the slopes of Lookout Mt. &
Missionary Ridge; other industries added pesticides,
etc.) When the creek and adjacent lands are clean
enough, we plan to put a 3-mile greenway along it,
from the S. Chattanooga urban areas towards
downtown ... In addition to the Creek & Greenway
activity, I'm on a County & City Air Toxics advisory
committee.” He describes his wife, Wini's, many
volunteer activities, including a humorous anecdote
concerning finding homes for Humane Society pets
reaching a zenith of some 13 animals in their home at
one point. The McDuffie's address: 1601 Edgewood
Circle, Chattanooga, TN 37405.

Jim Dix

Seeded by a generous contribution by Bruce McDuffie, the department has established the Janauer Award for
Ourstanding Research in Analytical Chemistry. The award will be made annually to a student meeting the criteria
for the award. This award in analytical chemistry joins student awards in the other three traditional branches of
chemistry: physical, organic, and inorganic chemistry. To donate to this fund, send a check to the Binghamton
University Research Foundation, PO Box 6005, Binghamton, NY, 13902-6005. Include a note saying that the
check is for the Janauer Analytical Chemistry Award, account 20305.

Let us hear from you! Let us hear from you! Letus hear from you! Let us hear from you!
Send news to Stan Madan, Alumni News Coordinator, Chemistry Newsletter, Chemistry, Box 6000, SUNY,
Binghamton, NY 13902-6000, or email chemchr@binghamton.edu




The department gratefully acknowledges these friends who have contributed to departmental accounts
during the period September, 2000, through November, 2003:

Air Products and Chemicals Mr. James Winfield Jetter Kenneth and Beth Myers

Dr. Thomas M. Bargar Mr. Paul M. Jones Mrs. Marilyn M. Myers
BASF Corporation Mr. Wayne E. Jones Mr. Roger Nanes

Dr. Erica S. Berleth Ms. Anita Jurick Professor Bruce E. Norcross
Paul B. Bertan PhD Mr. Steven Jurick Mr. Scott Oliver

The Bookbridge Robert J. Kematick Mr. David M. Parees

Ms. Mary Bridge Dr. Michael P. Kirkup Proctor and Gamble

Ms. Sarah A. Burns Dr. Stanley J. Konopka Dr. George Owen Ramseyer
Mr. Benjamin L. Burton Dr. Frederick A. Kundell Dr. Elliot M. Scherr

Ms. Lisa Charsky Jeanne LaBonte Dr. Richard M. Schultz

Mrs. Mary Craig Mr. David E. Lansky Dr. Rima Lunin Schultz

Dr. James A. Craig Mr. Frank Leibowitz Dr. Susan L. Cohen Silberman
Dow AgroSciences Dr. Alan Lerman Mr. Jeffrey Stern

Dr. Nelson Eng Dr. Jonathan S. Levy Ms. Susan Beth Marcus Stern
Dr. llona Figura Mr. Paul A. Lewicki Mrs. Renee M. Styles

Dr. Paul M. Figura Ms. Li Liu Ms. Nancy M. Thompson
Dr. Eric N. Fluhler Ms. Gail M. MacDonald Susan Bane Tuttle

Mr. Bradley Z. Galusha Mr. E. Scudder Mackey Mrs. Dr. Ronald R. Valente
Mr. Paul A. Gelburd Professor Lois D. Mackey Catherine Nylund Valente
General Electric John E. MacNair Mr. Helmut Weber

Mr. Robert F. Gonzales Mr. Robert John Manfre Larry M. Wier

Hewlett Packard Company Manuta Chemical Consulting Dr. Sharon B. Wigal

Dr. Mina Houtan Dr. David M. Manuta Dr. Timothy L. Wigal

IBM Corporation A. Meenakshi Mr. Richard E. Wilson

Mr. and Mrs. Alister K. Innes Merck Company Dr. Chuan-Jian Zhong

Mrs. Ruth C. Innes Mrs. Freida J. Milliman

Note: the list of contributors was provided by the Binghamton Foundation based on their records.
We sincerely apologize for omissions or inaccuracies.

Looking for some tax strategies? Consider reducing your taxable income by donating some money to the
Chemistry Department! The Department welcomes contributions earmarked for a specific purpose, or for its
general fund. To donate, send a check made out to the Binghamton University Foundation and an account
number listed below. Send the check to The Binghamton University Foundation, P.O. Box 6005, Binghamton,
N.Y. 13902-6005. Write on your check one of the account numbers given below

Funds that are currently open include:

Chemistry Account (account 1078595): unrestricted account.

Clifford E. Myers Fund (account 2040450): student support for research in inorganic and materials chemistry
K. Keith Innes Summer Research Grant (account 2057595): summer graduate research fellowship

Janauer Analytical Chemistry Award (account 20305 ): student award for outstanding research in analytical
chemistry

Other methods of giving are also possible. Contact the Chair, Dave Doetschman (chemchr@binghamton.edu;
607-777-2517), or the Binghamton Foundation (607-777-6449; http://giveto.binghamton.edu/), or see
http://giveto.binghamton.edu/how2give.html.




The department solicited donations to mount a
plague commemorating Max Hull’s many years
of service to the department and to Harpur
College. The campaign was successful. Many
thanks to all those who contributed!

Alumni News Coordinator

Michael Sulich (BA ‘54, MS ‘67, Madan) is still in
touch with Professor Madan off and on. He has been
retired from IBM after 34 years with them. Ever since
his retirement he has been in great demand as a
substitute teacher of chemistry in public and private
school systems. He has had two hip replacements and
is still busy with his family, i.e., grandchildren, one of
his granddaughters is in medical school. More recently
he has had a tumor removed.

Albert Wolkoff MD (BA ‘61) was in Stan Madan’s first
offering of an advanced inorganic chemistry course at
Harpur. He was born in Paris in 1940. His father joined
the French army, but, because of iliness, returned
home to recover just at the time when the Gestapo
began their operations to go after all the Jewish males
in Paris. His father joined the French underground
resistance and the family was hidden in the French
countryside for about three years.

Wolkoff remembers snow blowing in through the
cracks of the Quonset huts when he was a student at
Harpur College, Binghamton University's first campus
in Endicott. After graduation, he went on to medical
school in Geneva, Switzerland, studied at the
prestigious Institute of Living in Hartford, Connecticut
and later became a psychiatrist. He has had a private
practice in Binghamton since 1978 and is an associate
professor for the Clinical Campus in Binghamton, a
branch of the Syracuse-based SUNY Upstate Medical
Center. His wife, Marcia Craner, MA ‘94, is the Senior
Associate Vice President for Alumni & Development
and Executive Director of the Foundation at

In recognition
of his
contributions

C. MAX HULL
1908 - 1999

Harpur College
Division of Science and Mathematics Chair
1954 - 1963

Department of Chemistry Chair
1965 - 1968

Binghamton University. Wolkoff has two sons, Daniel,
37, David 35, and, together with Craner, a daughter,
Alexandra, 12.

James Condon (BS ‘62, PhD ‘66 lowa State) was a
student in my (SKM) first offering of Inorganic
Chemistry course (Fall,’61) and also in the Inorganic
Synthesis course (Spring, '62). He writes, “Here’s a
voice from your distant past. | just recently received a
copy of the alumni news from Binghamton. I've been
off the alumni list for the past 20 years or so. | am
saddened to hear of Dr. Hull's passing but | see Bruce
McDuffie is still active. Say hello to him for me when
you see him. As for me, | left the research lab in Oak
Ridge 11 years ago and am working at a more
comfortable pace at a local community college. | have
been spending my summers at KFA laboratory in
Julich, Germany, doing research and have generally
been having a good time. | have not been back to
Binghamton since | left in ‘62, but I've been thinking
about doing so. (It's always, "maybe next year"). Best
wishes.” Jim Condon, Roane State Community
College. email: condon_j@roanestate.edu, Home
Phone: 865-376-4420 Personal Web Page:
genchem.net, Bus. Phone: 865-354-3000-4235, Bus.
Fax: 865-882-4686

Donald G. McBride (BA ‘62) was in my (SKM) first
offering of an inorganic chemistry course at Harpur
(Fall ‘61) and also in the Inorganic Synthesis (Spring
‘62) course. He obtained a MA degree from Penna
State, Indiana, PA. He was associated with IBM
Endicott until 1995 when he retired as Senior Engineer
and during his years with IBM he had many patents
and a prestigious award from the company. His most
noteworthy contribution was a structure and process
for attaching silicon semiconductor chips directly onto
printed circuit boards, which solved a major problem in



matching the thermal coefficients of expansion of the
chip and the circuit board. He has formed a company,
Binghamton Semiconductor Packing, LLC., and has
joined the IEEC at Binghamton University (BU) as an
associate member. Don is working with Dr.
Sammakia’s people in the development of this
technology. The second BU student is now defending
his Masters thesis. Mr. McBride hopes to make this
technology a major factor in the semiconductor world,
with Binghamton again in the leadership position.

After his retirement from IBM in 1995 he and his wife
started their hobby in restoring historical homes.
McBride and six others received awards from the
Preservation Association of the Southern Tier (PAST)
for the restoration of historic buildings. Donald and
Dorothy McBride received an award for buying and
restoring an 1862 house at 10 New Street, Binghamton
(Press & Sun Bulletin, May 12, 2001). The house has
been filled with workable antiques; hoosier, icebox,
pump organ, cylinder record player, high back beds
and much more. It is their intention to make this
Binghamton treasure available to the community for a
variety of uses; rent the property by the day, week,
month or other as a residence or it may be used for
private parties. They have a fleet of old cars which are
licensed and may be used in weddings or any purpose.
Customers may cook or catering can be arranged. The
Gaige House Inn, 10 New Street, Binghamton, NY
13903 Phone/Fax 607-722-0755 Address: Donald G.
McBride, 2058 Cheshire Road, Binghamton, NY 13903
Telephone: 722-6650

Douglas Patchen (BA ‘64; Chemistry; MA ‘67
Geology) He was on campus in 2000 and in May 2001
for various university occasions. Professor Madan had
the pleasure of talking with him both times. At that time
he was Director of Resource Extraction Division at the
National Research Center at West Virginia University,
Morgantown, WV.

William D. Kwalwasser (BA ‘65) Professor Madan
remembers him from his various classes. In addition to
chemistry, Kwalwasser is thankful for his Harpur
education, particularly in math (recalling Dr. Ziebur),
economics, art, and literature and composition. He
went to Brandeis University and received his PhD in
organic chemistry in 1970. After postdoctoral work ,
most of his industrial experience was at AMP, Inc. in
Harrisburgh, PA (9 yrs.) and at Revere Research in
New Jersey (3 years).” This is what he wrote under
class notes in the Binghamton Alumni Journal, Vol. 9,
No. 3, Spring 2001: "l was pretty quiet at Harpur. | was
the Sunday-morning DJ on WRAF, cross-country three
years; one of maybe 100 or so who witnessed the
‘Stepping on the Coat’ (usually with snow flying) and
good old Governor Rockefeller thanking President
Bartle at the campus dedication.” In March of 2002, he

wrote, “Cindy and | married in 1985. | switched to
computer programming, and have been employed as
such for 15 years now for Wall Street firms. It is very
rewarding work for me. Of great joy is my son Samuel
who at 12+ years keeps his middle-aged dad very
young. Dr. Madan, | certainly remember how you
showed me around the chemistry department (then
Science I) my first.. .very nerve wracking week at
Harpur.” He may be contacted at
kwalwassers3@aol.com

Robert S. Weiner, MD (BA ‘65) President of the
Kalaheo Clinic, Inc., writes in Fall 2000: "Bob and
Linda (‘67) are leading a combined adventure travel
tour and conference on ‘Optimizing Human Nutrition’ in
New Zealand, March 12-28, 2001." (Binghamton
Alumni Journal, Fall 2000). Robert is interested in early
cancer detection and treatment. He is a member of the
Kauai Unit of the American Cancer Society and is a
past president of the Hawaii Pacific Division. He is
married to Dr. Linda Weiner. They moved to Kauai in
1976 and have raised three children here. In his
leisure, Dr. Weiner enjoys hiking, kayaking and
adventure travel, as well as listening to jazz.

Warren V. Miller (PhD ‘71, Madan) Warren was the
first inorganic PhD of the department, the inception of
the department’s PhD program having begun in 1966.
He was recipient of a NEAD fellowship 1967-70. He
co-authored seven research papers from his
dissertation in Inorganic Chemistry and other
international journals. He has his own laboratories and
is president of MV Laboratories, Inc., P.O. Box 370,
Three Bridges, NJ 08887. Phone: 908-996-6633. FAX:
908-996-6697. Email: mvlabs@worldnet.att.net

Judy Lloyd (BA ‘72) writes, “l am professor and
department chair at Old Westbury, a small four-year
branch of SUNY on Long Island. | conduct
environmental chemistry research with US Dept. of
Energy & NSF funding through a collaborative
arrangement with Brookhaven and Pacific Northwest
National Labs. Married for 18 years, one 17-year old
daughter-we just visited Harpur to see if she likes the
place!” Judy can be reached at Chemistry/Phys.
Department, SUNY Old Westbury, PO Box 210, Old
Westbury, NY 11568. Recently, Judy invited Professor
Sadik to give a lecture on "Environmental Endocrine
Disruptor" at the ACS Long Island Section. She also
gave a similar talk at the Science Seminar Series of
the Old Westbury, Department of Chemistry. Judy has
an on-going collaboration with Sadik through the
Brookhaven National Lab and gave a chemistry
department colloquium last year at Binghamton.

Gerald Cohen (MA ‘74, McDuffie) Gerald Cohen is
employed by Kraft Foods, Tarrytown, NY and has
made possible considerable equipment,
instrumentation and glassware donations to the



department on behalf of Kraft Foods. The department
is deeply appreciative of his efforts.

Michael P. Kirkup (BA ‘74, MA ‘76, Kocienski) was
Senior Vice President of Chemical Research at J-
STAR Research, South Plainfield, NJ. The custom
chemical business he started with a friend seven years
ago now had twelve employees and was reportedly
doing very well. He would like to hear from Bingham
dorm-mates. (From Binghamton Alumni Journal, 1999)

William Muniak (BS ‘74, Chemistry; MS ‘76, Comp.
Science) is now associated with BAE Systems in
Johnson City, NY. He is happily married and enjoys his
work very much.

Richard DiPietro (BA ‘76) writes, “In 1999, after 11
years at IBM Research, | was promoted to Senior
Scientist which was quite an honor. | continue to be a
member of the Synthetic Development Laboratory here
at the IBM Almaden Research Center. Our work here
involves the synthesis and scale-up of novel 193 and
157 nm photoresists, organic light-emitting diodes,
dielectric materials for use as insulators in chip
manufacture, lubricants and corrosion inhibitors for
disk drives. We are also working on other projects
which are somewhat unconventional for IBM, such as
modifications of DNA bases coupled with solid state
processing techniques for use in combinatorial and
analytical applications. | am also involved in a summer
research program sponsored by the NSF in which
promising sophomore and Junior college students
come to the Almaden Research Center in San Jose for
ten weeks during which they earn a salary and are
provided accommodations while working with a
Research member on a project in a variety of
disciplines from materials analysis to synthetic
chemistry. | have, for several years, been teaching an
evening class in organic and general chemistry at San
Jose City College where | am an Adjunct Faculty
member. Finally, | recently undertook a program in
Patent Law. | currently hold over twenty patents in
pharmaceuticals and electronics and given my
inventorship experience, | thought it would be useful to
my department if | could become conversant in patent
law. The program culminated in completing the patent
bar exam in October, 2003, the results of which are
pending. | was in Endicott a few years ago for a
meeting and | stopped by the campus to see if Stan
Madan was in. The labs sure brought back memories.
Although | don’t have any trips back East planned for
the near future, one never knows. I'd love to stop by
and have tea with you. Best regards, Rick.” Richard A.
DiPietro, PhD, Senior Scientist-Chemistry, IBM
Almaden Research Center, 650 Harry Road, San Jose,
CA 95120, (408)927-1581, (408)927-2510(FAX).
Please feel to contact me at
dipietro@almaden.ibm.com for details.

Frank Emmi (BS ‘76, PhD ‘83, McDuffie) As of Spring
2001, he was still enjoying his work at IBM, Endicott. At
that time he visited the campus with his son, Daniel, to
attend an open house for high school seniors which
was sponsored by the School of Management. His
eldest son was majoring in Computer Science at
Binghamton. He dropped by with his son for a visit with
Professor Madan. Daniel is now a senior at SUNY
Oneonta and he will graduate with a degree in
Geography and Information Systems with a minor in
Sports Management. His eldest son, Mike graduate
Magna Cum Laude from Binghamton’s Watson School
in May 2003 with a BS in Computer Science. In
November 2002 when IBM sold its site to Endicott
Interconnect Technology, Frank had worked there for
22 years. For 16 of those years he was manager for
the Laser and Plasma Science group and the Failure
Analysis and Materials Science Laboratory. Their
strength was surface and interfacial analysis, and
metallographic analysis. Frank is writing proposals,
together with a couple of former IBM employees and a
not-for-profit organization in Rochester, on a variety of
topics, ranging from electronic devices for homeland
security to how to excite and encourage youth to
pursue careers in science and technology. His wife,
Diane, is General Manager of Binghamton Plate Glass
Company. They both enjoy Binghamton University
basketball. Frank’s email address is
femmi@stny.rr.com and his phone is 607-427-3664.

Sybil (Zipp) Goodkin, RN, CRRN (PhD ‘76 Madan) is
a case manager for Connecticut VNA (Feb, 2003). She
has been experimenting with a “negative pressure,”
non-healing, wound treatment in which a vacuum of
125 mm Hg pressure difference is drawn in a sealed
adhesive bandage over the wound to remove fluids.
Sybil is contemplating collaborating with Professor
Madan on a review of a topic in which they did some of
the original research at Binghamton, possibly making
use of the Wesleyan University at Middletown library.
She wrote Professor Madan in Spring 2001: “Dear
Stan, | was thinking about you the other day and
decided to drop you a line. | looked you up on the
Internet. It's hard to believe that our children are now
as old as | was when | was working with you. | can look
back on things with a different and hopefully more
mature perspective than | had then. ... My daughters
are fine - one, the younger, is a social worker in
Portland, OR, and the older is in Seattle - does
technical. | still remember all the Pakistani cooking tips
you gave me like the cucumber and yogurt, fenogreek
and chai. | read Cliff's newsletter and it's very nice.
P.S. The only person | keep in touch with from SUNY
is Bob Johnston who | think you know. He was one of
Gilbert's students. He is 80 and still consults for a firm
in Florida via the Internet!” Address: 34 Hillcrest Ave.,
Watertown CT 06795. Email: sybil5@mindspring.com




Jim Reuther (MA ‘76, Kaskan, PhD ‘79, Penn State)
wrote in Spring 2000 that he was an Associate
Professor of Fuel Science at Penn State from 1978 to
1984. Since then, he is a senior research scientist
specializing in combustion, explosion and fire at
Battelle, an independent research institute in
Columbus. He has two patents for clean-burning gas-
appliance burners, which have been commercialized.
In 1996, he won a R&D 100 Award, "The Nobel Prize
of Applied Research." For relaxation, he referees
soccer at the professional, collegiate, and amateur
levels. His wife, Theresa, has a BS in Nursing, Cum
Laude (Otterbein College, 1994) and works as a
Hospice Nurse at Grant/Riverside Hospital in
Columbus. The Reuthers have two children, Adam, a
junior biochemistry major at Ohio Northern University,
and Laura, a high-school senior at Worthington, where
they live. Email: reuther@gateway.net

Steve Schwartz (BS'79, Doetschman) Steve writes:
“Isn’t email convenient? I'll catch you up on my side of
the news, but then you have to fill me in on yours. Life
is fine. Andrea and | will celebrate 25 years of marriage
in 2004. Alex is 19 and is enrolled in the College of
Engineering at Penn. St. U. in State College, PA. Evan
is 13 and Samantha is 12, and they're both doing well
in middle school. I've been working as a product
development chemistry at Lyondell Chemical Company
(formerly ARCO Chemical Company) in Newtown
Square, PA since Dec. 1988).” (He had formerly been
at Dow Midland.) He explains that he is currently
interested in the physical chemical and structural
properties of polymers and colloidal dispersions of
polymers. “Of course, you probably remember that |
graduate from Penn in 1984. | have run into George
Gibson at a few conferences (Imaging Science and
Technology — Non-Impact Printing) and I'm always
happy to remind him about how he “traumatized” me
as a first semester freshman at SUNY Binghamton
when he was my TA.” To Dr. D, he asks, “Are you still
having Saturday morning group meetings? (Boy, those
were great times...l mean it!!)” Company email
address: Steven.Schwartz@Lyondell.com

Eric Horvitz (BA, Biophysics ‘80) Dr. Eric Horvitz is a
Senior Researcher and Group Manager at Microsoft
Research and an Adjunct Associate Professor at the
University of Washington. He received his BA from
SUNY Binghamton in 1980 in Biophysics (IPB). He
received an MD and PhD from Stanford University,
focusing in his doctoral work on principles and
architectures for computing ideal actions under scarce
resources. His current interests include Bayesian
approaches to computation, action under limited time
and memory, and applications of probability and utility
to solve problems in automated decision making,
human-computer interaction, information retrieval, and

operating systems. Eric has served as a member of the
Information Science and Technology Board (ISAT) of
DARPA and the Naval Research Advisory Council
(NRAC). He serves on the editorial boards of Intelligent
Systems, Decision Analysis, User Modeling, Heuristics,
and the Journal of Al Research. He is Chairman of the
Association for Uncertainty and Atrtificial Intelligence,
and editor of the Decisions, Uncertainty, and
Computation area of the Journal of the ACM. Email:
horvitz@microsoft.com; Web Site:
http://research.microsoft.com/~horvitz

Michael J. Saliby (PhD ‘80, Madan) is Professor of
Chemistry at the University of New Haven, CT. He is
still in touch with me (Dr. Madan) and enjoys his
teaching very much. Michael and his wife have a boy
and a girl. His address is Dr. Michael Saliby, 80
Anderson Road, Wallingford, CT, 06492-5513.

David Gasper (BS ‘81) received his Master’s degree in
chemical engineering from Texas Tech. He passed his
bar examinations a few years ago and is working as a
lawyer and scientist at DuPont. In the Spring of 2000
he updated Professor Madan on his work and family: “I
hope this letter finds you both well and in good spirits.
We think about you from time to time and you are in
our prayers. My Mom always tells me when she sees
you, she thinks well of you. We do too. Year 2000 has
been a very eventful year for us. There is too much to
write about, but we will share only a few things. | am
still working at DuPont (17 yrs.) in environmental and
OSHA compliance, and almost half of my time spent
working with our legal department and outside
attorneys in matters pertaining to product liability
litigation. | am licensed in North Carolina and
Washington, D.C. Gay is doing very well raising and
transporting the children to all of their many activities.
Matthew is as tall as his mother now and he will
probably pass me up at age 14 (I did not pass my Dad
up until I was 16! ) He loves to fish, play basketball and
shoot his BB gun. Rachel is growing up too fast also;
she is an avid reader and she likes to write (including
email) and draw. She loves playing sports too. By now
you probably noticed our address changed. We
decided to move to Chapel Hill where our kids have
been going to school for the past 8 years. Our house
sold before we could find an acceptable and affordable
replacement. However, being in the position of cash
buyer is a good one. Anyway, pencil into your address
book: David and Gay Gasper, 1610 B High School
Road, Chapel Hill, NC 27516. Email:
nctexan@dellnet.com. Last January we had a record
one-time snowfall in the Raleigh-Durham region - 23
inches! In the ten years that we have lived here, all the
snowfalls added together have not added up to 23
inches. On day three of there being snow bound,
Rachel slipped on ice while playing and broke her left



arm. We had real trouble getting to the hospital and
concerns about getting back home that night.
Eventually, everything in life heals and works out. Her
basketball season ended though. The snow melted;
blue skies ahead. For the 2nd consecutive year, | was
chairman of the Durham County Republican Party’s
Lincoln Day dinner. After all my years involved with the
local party, Gay finally got the chance to socialize from
the head table with a few of North Carolina’s best
known Republicans, including former U.S. Senator
Lauch Faircloth. Yes, Miss Gay looked beautiful and
my own standing in the party rose significantly due to
her Texan social graciousness. (Stan, | have fond
memories of you and me talking between evening
classes about the excitement of the 1980 election in
the halls of the chemistry building. Those were good
days!)” In 2002 he adds, “SUNY Binghamton’s
basketball team was here yesterday and nearly upset
UNC!” He speaks of a trip to NY on the occasion of his
brother and his wife having lost their 4 week old son
and needing to come home and spend a little quiet
time, since he had been there much in the last couple
of years.

Robert W. Lageman (BA ‘81) Professor Madan saw
him at Price Chopper. As of Spring 2000 he was
working as Vice President, Operations, International
Flex Technologies, Inc., Endicott, NY.

Bruce Wilson (BS ‘81; MS ‘84, Madan) wrote
Professor Madan in 2001: “The kids are growing in
leaps and bounds. Ryan is 17 now and a senior at
Homer High School. He chose to go to a local
community college as an early admission student
instead of completing his senior year at the high
school. He is doing well and has learned a lot about
how college is different from high school. He hopes to
transfer and start real college in the fall of 2001. His
first choice is the University of Rochester Ryan has
completed all the merit badges needed for his Eagle
Boy Scout rank and now just needs to come up with an
Eagle Project and carry it out. Heather, who is 10 and
in 5th grade this year, hasn't let any grass grow
between her toes either. This past summer she
managed to juggle softball, soccer, tennis and
saxophone lessons. Right now, she is involved with 4H
and the local YMCA swim team that occupies most of
her time and ours. Heather has a mighty mean
backstroke. Heather is also involved in the school band
and chorus and loves to downhill ski and ice skate.
Bruce is head of the Chemistry Laboratory at the
Cortland branch of Pall Corporation. He will be at Pall
18 years this June. He has several patents for his hard
work. Just like the rest of the Wilson family, Bruce has
been keeping busy. He stepped down as Boy Scout
Leader last February after 5+ years and is now the
Committee Chairman for the troop. He is teaching

Heather’s 5th grade religious education class at church
this year. Cathy has two part-time jobs. She is working
Thursdays and Fridays in our church in the office. She
takes care of all the office duties and publishes the
church bulletin. On Monday through Wednesday she
works as a substitute teacher’s aide at the local
elementary school. She is not involved in too many
extra-curricular activities as the kids keep her running
enough.” In December 2002 Bruce writes, “Dear Stan, |
think of your often and realized that | never thanked
you for all you had done for me during my years under
your tutelage. You made sure that | had all tools to be
successful. Thank you. It seems as if these past 19+
years have evaporated...Ryan is finishing his first
semester at the University of Rochester...” His address
is Mr. Bruce Wilson, 1 Hooker Ave., Homer, NY 13077.

Chris Chin (PhD ‘82, Zamir) Chris has written several
letters to Professor Madan. He recalls sharing an office
on the 6th floor and Madan’s student, Mike Saliby.
After graduated he embarked upon postdoctoral study
at the Westchester County Medical Center in Valhalla,
NY. He also recalls many intervening, difficult years of
encroaching, glaucoma induced blindness in the
1980’s and early ‘90’s along with the rigors of law
school and a crumbling marriage. Almost miraculously
after 12 failed cornea transplants, he regained some of
his eyesight. In 1997 he was admitted to the bar. He is
engaged to be remarried to June, a Chinese emigrant
to SUNY Albany 14 years ago, who is a top
salesperson for MetLife. Chris’s two sons, Jason and
Kevin, are 19 and 16, respectively. Jason is a
sophomore at Binghamton University, living in
Cleveland Hall and majoring in business
administration. His story of the triumph of sheer
positive attitude over tremendous adversity, to which
this short summary is inadequate, is an inspiration to
us all!

John Dillon (PhD ‘83, Hassner), Director of Chemical
Development for Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, was
named a Leadership Development Award recipient. He
and three others were chosen to receive the award out
of 800 employees nominated worldwide by fellow
employees who provided detailed descriptions of the
candidate’s leadership development qualities. At the
award presentation, John's colleagues said of him: "He
recognizes the potential in each employee." "Fairness
to all." "He really listens to us." "He mativates by trust."
John says, "I'm just the facilitator, But | treat people
with respect, assist them in setting realistic goals and
provide enough interaction to make sure they have
everything they need to meet their goals." He and his
team of scientists and engineers are responsible for
the scale-up of potential medicines, including those
designed to treat heart disease, HIV/AIDS, cancer,
diabetes and mental illness. John, his wife, Elizabeth



(MA ‘84, Hassner), and their six children live in East
Syracuse. (Binghamton Alumni Journal,
Commencement 2000)

David J. Russell (PhD ‘83, McDuffie) is still with IBM
but has transferred from the Endicott site to the Fishkill
facility. | saw him recently and discovered that he is
very busy and has to travel a lot, returning occasionally
to his office in the Endicott facility and spending
weekends at his Apalachin house. He has been in
Japan a few times for work related missions. His wife,
Karen (who worked in the department some years
ago), is busy in many ways with the family and works
for Binghamton Savings Bank & Trust in the week. The
elder daughter is probably in college by now or is about
ready. His work telephone is: 607-757-1480; Fax: 607-
757-1156; email: daviruss@us.ibm.com; home
telephone is 607-625-4536.

Mark S. Tinklepaugh (MS ‘83, Dix) Mark is an MD
with Riverside Associates in anesthesia. Mark was Jim
Dix’s anesthesiologist when Jim had arthroscoic
surgery on his knee a few years back. Jim didn’t feel a
thing during the surgery. Also, his professional interest
and his generosity with his time for Dr. Madan during
Mrs. Madan'’s recent visit to the ambulatory unit at
Lourdes was most appreciated by the Madans.

Ron Valente (BS ‘83) writes “I left Binghamton in 1983
and after two weeks vacation joined the University of
Rochester Chemistry Dept. prior to graduate school
enroliment in Fall of 1983; completed my PhD in
January of 1988 with Richard Borch and joined
Eastman Kodak rather than moving to Columbia for a
post doctoral assignment with Gilbert Stark ... much to
my advisor’'s disappointment. However, since joining
Kodak, | have spent 18 months in England on
assignment with my wife and three children and now
am Director of Chemicals Development Division.
Looking back on my days at Binghamton | had the very
good fortune of a department that cared, gaining my
first exposure to Organic Chemistry through John
Eisch and meeting my wife. | consider myself very
fortunate.” Email: ronald.valente @kodak.com

John J. Ruspantini, CHMM, (BS '84) writes “It's been
awhile since we last spoke, more than 10 years for
sure! As you may recall | had worked for Norwich
Eaton Pharmaceuticals (now Proctor & Gamble
Pharmaceuticals) from 1984 to 1987 as a bench
chemist in their quality control department in Norwich,
NY. | left Norwich in 1987 to join NYSEG's
environmental laboratory in Binghamton. There |
specialized in AA and ICP work and had a paper
published in the March/April 1997 issue of
Environmental Testing & Analysis (Volume 6, Number
3) titled "GFAAS Platforms and Matrix Modifiers." | left
he lab in 1996 to work as an environmental specialist
in NYSEG'’s Environmental Operations department,

where | currently specialize in the investigation and
remediation of former manufactured gas plants. | am
particularly active in chemical issues that involve the
former gas plant sites. In May of this year | received
the CHMM (Certified Hazardous Materials Manager)
Master Level title by examination, education and work
experience. On a personal note, | was married in
October of 2000 to Cheryl, who is a speech therapist in
the Vestal School District. Our daughter Lucia was
born in February 2003. It's great to hear department
news as well as news from fellow alumni in The
Chemistry Times. Thanks for taking the time to put it
together!” email: jjruspantini@NYSEG.com

John D. Bisognano (MA ‘84, PhD ‘87, Dix) He
presented a department colloquium in 2001 and had
lunch with Professors Dix and Madan. John received
his MD from SUNY-Syracuse and did his internship
and fellowship in cardiology at the University of
Colorado Health Science Center. He is married to Myra
Morgan, MD, and they have three children now. In
2001 he was associated with the University of
Michigan, later moving to Rochester, where he is
currently Assistant Professor of Medicine, Cardiology,
University of Rochester Medical Center. He fondly
recalls a gathering in the home of Joe Nathishan
(PhD’87, McDuffie) with many others during which the
outdoor temperature was below zero. “Nathishan
served large amounts of baked pork and chicken, as
well as an impressive array of vegetables and
desserts. Nobody went away hungry (for weeks).” In
December 2003 he wrote, “l was at SUNY-B briefly last
month to talk to the pre-med club and it's amazing how
much construction is going on everywhere. They plan
to ask me back nest fall, and | hope to be able to visit
at that time as well.” His email address is
biso@rochester.rr.com.

Bill Cowan (BS ‘85) writes “After earning my wings in
Chemistry, | went to work overseas in the Swiss
Chocolate Industry as an analytical chemist. | returned
to the US in 1987 and completed my MBA at the
University of Virginia two years later. | transitioned from
food to environmental clean up work, attempting to
combine chemistry and business expertise in one
profession. My results were mixed as industry volatility
and family relocation to various super fund sites took
their toll. | relocated to Atlanta in 1997 and have been
working in IT project management for Bell South
Telecommunications. | miss chemistry greatly but
prefer the immediate and long-term rewards of IT and
Telecomm more. Note: Intermediate organic chemistry
with Bruce Norcross in 1984 remains the hardest
academic challenge ever attempted. Belated thanks to
Michael Starzak whose praise helped me gain entry
into the University of Virginia’s business school.”

David M. Manuta FAIC, (PhD ‘86, Lees) writes



“Manuta Chemical Consulting, Inc. (MC2) was
established in 1998. | recognized the ominous signs of
an imminent plant closing (USEC) and | obtained an
‘early retirement’ package in September 2000. MC2
specializes in fire investigations (see The Chemist
March/April 2000 pp. 21-24 and September/October
2000 pp. 19-24) and litigation support. My first
‘defense’ expert case out of the chute was a capital
arson case in Cleveland, OH! | was able to develop
evidence that enabled the DA to drop the ‘death
specs.’ (This story makes a wonderful colloquium
topic!) I've worked both defense and plaintiff. A case in
NY deals with a bad formulation of ‘fix-a-flat.” | have
been retained by the plaintiff in this product liability
case. (Yes, | am working longer hours than | was as a
regular employee!) As my brother says, ‘I am on
vacation when | am not working!!” | would be delighted
to participate in Career Days, panel discussions, etc.”

David has twice visited the campus, giving a delightful
lecture on “Adventures in Real World Chemistry” in
Spring 2002. Recently he comments on his battle with
Span and the restriction of his business to dealings
with AV Martindale-Hubbell rated attorneys, with a
reference to liar and lawyer having the same word
roots. Most recently his firm has become involved with
more commercial and private party activities. The
rationale is that when the client knows that the work
done on their behalf is acceptable, compensation
comes swiftly. He has been involved in the cleaning
and disinfections of gas masks. He has been working
with large food manufacturers on implementing healthy
substitutes to the trans fats/oils in baked goods and
shack foods, and has just started on a project
representing a high-end over-the-counter skin care
product manufacturer with technical assistance in
marketing. David M. Manuta, President, MC2 Tel:
(740) 947-7998, Fax: (740) 947-1565 emails:
mc2@dmanuta.com, dmanuta@dmanuta.com,
dmanuta@zoomnet.net, Web Site:
http://www.dmanuta.com

Stephen Slavin, MD (BA ‘88) writes in Spring 2000: “I
am moving to NY to be a staff anesthesiologist at
Winthrop University Hospital in Mineola. | will be living
in East Northport. My wife Lori and | had our first child,
Marc Robert, in February of 2000.”

Michael Capani (MA ‘89, Janauer/Costello): His
earning this degree was especially remarkable since
during his years as a graduate student in the early 80’s
he had, while walking, been struck by a drunk driver.
After a lengthy period of recovery, he returned to
complete his degree. He is presently working for
Broome County Building Supply in Vestal, NY. When |
recently saw him at the Towne Square Mall he was
thinking of teaching in the area school system.
Address: 76 Bennett Ave., Binghamton, NY 13905.

William Horvath (BS ‘90, PhD’'95, Huie) Recently, Bill
was in town and SKM had a nice chat with him about
his years here as a student and as an adjunct
professor teaching analytical chemistry. He is presently
working with Procter & Gamble Pharmaceutical
Company at Norwich, NY, and finds working in industry
is very different compared to a university environment.

David W. Dwyer (PhD ‘91, Doetschman) left his
position as Associate Professor Chemistry at SUNY
Brockport in the summer of 1999 to join Science
Applications International Corporation (S.A.I.C.) in
Arlington, VA as Senior Scientist. He and his family are
living in Culpepper, VA. He is about to leave S.A.l.C.
and take a position with the DOD agency, PA&E
(Programs Analysis and Evaluation).

Robert Gibbons (PhD ‘92, Janauer and Costello) was
visiting the area to see his in-laws when | met him at
the Wal-Matrt store. He has been working for EPA for
some time now in the upper New York area. His wife
and their little child was with them along with the
relatives.

Marianne Staretz (PhD’92, Bane) with daughter
Mackenzie 5 yrs. was joined by a baby brother in July
2003.

Joe Aiken (PhD '93, Huie) writes “l am currently
Director of Corporate Analytical Chemistry, Boston
Scientific Corporation, Natick, MA. We're working on
polymer/drug coated devices, primarily supporting
development efforts on the Taxus drug-eluting arterial
stents, which hopefully will hit the market soon. My wife
Clara and | have a two-year-old daughter, Katie (she’ll
be three in 2/2004) and we current reside at 23
Jackson Circle, Franklin, MA 02038. My email is
aikenj@bsci.com.”

Steve Gross (BS ‘95) Steve got married and received
his PhD in polymer chemistry from UNC, Chapel Hill.

Gennady Dantsin (BS ‘96) writes in Spring 2000:
“Greetings from lllinois! Yesterday was my final
defense and everything went well. | will be starting
work at Air Products in late May. There | am working in
the corporate science and technology center on
hydrogen storage under Guido Pez. | am very happy
about the location, just two hours away from family in
the Bronx. Maybe we can get together when | visit
Binghamton? Hope everything is well. Best regards.”

Jack Fox (MS ‘96, Doetschman) is employed as
Industrial Scientist in the UNYTEX Research Division
of the Rochester Midland Corporation (RMC) in
Rochester, NY. He and his wife Kora are proud parents
of three children and live in Kendall, NY. Jack has
been a student in the PhD program for about a year,
investigating at RMC guest-host vibrational interactions
of molecules adsorbed in porous aluminosilicate hosts.



Lisa (Yi) Han (PhD ‘97, Bane). Her son Ray was 3
years old in September 2003.

Chris Turock (MS ‘97, Jones). Chris is thinking of
returning to the University for an MAT degree in order
to teach high school science. He is married and has a
three year old daughter. He inquired about Tom Koch
(PhD, 1992, Lees) and his wife Wendy Glofke (PhD,
1994, Whittingham). His email address is:
christurock@yahoo.com.

Biwang Jiang (PhD ‘98, Jones), Rongji Chen (PhD
‘99, Whittingham) Biwang is now Staff Scientist at
Rohen & Haas. He and Rongji are living near
Philadelphia, PA, and are the proud parents of three
girls. Their eldest daughter, Emily, is about 6 now.
Their twin daughters were born on May 15, 2001,
Jessica (6 Ibs., 15 0z.) and Angela (5 Ibs., 15 0z.).
Biwang is making great progress on his projects at the
company. Rongji is working at Fox Chase Cancer
Center in Philadelphia. They recently bought a house.
Her mentor at Rutgers, Martha Greenblatt, has told her
she can return there to do more research. Rongji
recently published two papers from her work at
Rutgers.

Randall McNally (BS ‘99) co-authored a paper with
Dr. Sadik entitled, "Preliminary Qualitative Investigation
of Postmortem Adipocere Formation." The paper
appeared in the May edition of the Journal of Forensic
Sciences, Vol. 46 (No.3) 2001. Randall currently works
at the Brookhaven National Laboratory, Upton, NY.

Donna M. (Whynot) Barran (Ph. D.’00, Bane). Her
daughter Anna was 1 year old in June 2003.

Genya Kostareva (BS ‘00, Jones) entered the
Deutsche Bank Global Institutional Services
Management Associate Program upon graduation.

Frank L. Leibowitz (BS ‘00, Zhong) completed an
Honors Thesis in May, 2000. After receiving his MS at
John Hopkins University, he is now working at MIT
Research Laboratory as a staff researcher.

David R. Daniel (BS ‘01, Zhong) completed an Honors
Thesis in December, 2000. He is now studying in a
medical school in Israel. He received the Department
of Chemistry Fourth Annual Walter E. Kaskan Award
for Excellence in Physical Chemistry.

Art Dobley (PhD’01, Whittingham) writes: “Karen and |
are doing well in CT. My job is at a battery company
and Karen teaches Biology at a private college nearby.
The area has great fresh sea food, ocean, and lots of
sun. We only have one day of rain in the forecast
compared to your three. | miss stopping by Pat'’s office
to shoot the breeze and seek your help for proper
procedure. Enjoy the nice weather while it is out there.”
Karen and Arthur recently had a baby boy. Contact
information: Arthur Dobley, PhD, Research Scientist,

Lithion, Inc., 82 Mechanic Street, Pawcatuck, CT
06379, Private Company (860) 599-1100 ext. 440,
adobley@lithion.com.

Thomas Driscoll (PhD ‘01, Cotts) Contact Information:
Engineer, University Research Foundation, 92221
Rumsey Road, Columbia, MD 21045, (410) 71-9111
Ext. 168, FAX (410) 715-9057.

David Gilbert (PhD ‘01, Doetschman) has been doing
a postdoctoral at the University of Rochester Medical
Center on radiation damage in biological materials
using an electron-nuclear double resonance (ENDOR)
technique. He will be joining the Science Applications
International Corporation (SAIC) in Arlington, VA in
March. Present contact information: Research
Associate, Department of Biochemistry & Biophysics,
University of Rochester Medical Center, Box 712, 575
Elmwood Avenue, Rochester, NY 14642, email:
David_Gilbert@urmc.rochester.edu.

Gerald T. Higgins (BS ‘01, Oliver) did four semesters
of research on extended metal phosphonates. He is
currently pursuing a PhD in chemistry at Johns
Hopkins University with studies with Gerald Meyer in
environmental chemistry. He may be reached by email
at gth@jhu.edu.

Chi Yan (Tony) Ho (BS ‘01, Jones) completed an
Honors Thesis in Fall 2000. He writes, “Dr. Jones: How
are you doing? It's been awhile since | last talked to
you. | saw Jane Snyder [BS ‘99, 2nd Madan Inorganic
Award recipient] not too long ago when she came
down to NYC for a visit and she told me to say hi to
you. She is having a great time at Rochester Medical
School.” Tony is now working in consulting at a firm in
the Chicago area.

Lisa B. Israel (BS ‘01, Zhong) completed an Honors
Thesis in May, 2001. Lisa is in the chemistry graduate
program at New York University, where she has won a
Kramer Fellowship She received Binghamton
University Dale B. Terry Award for a most improved
undergraduate student. She also received the
Department of Chemistry Martin A. Paul Award for
Excellence in Chemistry.

Vladimir Jakubek (PhD ‘01, Lees) has left following a
year at IBM Microelectronics for a postdoctoral
fellowship at Cornell University

Joshua King (BA ‘01, Oliver) was awarded the Madan
prize for excellence in inorganic chemistry and pursued
research in inorganic materials chemistry for several
semesters while an undergraduate. His topic was self-
assembled monolayers and their bonding to gold-
coated wafers, films with potential applications for solar
cells, memory storage, or displays. He is employed as
a financial analyst with JP Morgan Chase & Co in
Manhattan (NY). He plans to continue his education
next year with an advanced degree in business and/or



biotechnology. He may be reached by email at
joshua.a.king@jpmorgan.com.

David E. Lansky (BS ‘01, Oliver) completed an
Honors thesis from four semesters of research on
extended metal phosphonates, leading to a paper in
Acta Crystallographica. He is currently pursuing a PhD
in chemistry at Johns Hopkins University with David
Goldberg in bioinorganic chemistry. He may be
reached by email at dlanskyl@jhu.edu.

Mathew M. Maye (BS ‘01, Zhong) completed an
Honors Thesis in May, 2001. He is continuing at
Binghamton University for his graduate study. He was
two-time winner of Materials Research Society
Undergraduate Materials Research Initiative (UMRI)
Award (both in 1999-2000 and in 2000-2001). He also
received an Honorable Mention in the competition of
National Science Foundation 2001 Graduate Research
Fellowship, and received a Department of Defense
Graduate Research Fellowship.

Sunnie Myung (BS ‘01) is a PhD student at UC
Riverside.

Adam Pristera (BS ‘01) is in the dental school at
SUNY Buffalo.

Anita Sargent (PhD ‘01, Sadik) left her former position
at IBM Endicott and is presently working at Lourdes
Hospital. Contact information: Dr. Anita Sargent 508
Leon Dr., Endicott, NY 113760.

Yevgheny Gelfand (BS ‘02) is at SUNY Upstate
Medical School in Syracuse.

Scott Gilje (BS '02, Jones) is in the chemistry PhD
program at UCLA.

Christopher Hayes (MS '02, Handy) is at SUNY

Upstate Medical School in Syracuse.

Frederick Owuor (PhD ‘02, Eisch) writes “You're right,
| can run but | can’t hide from you. | am doing well and
my family too. My boy has started K-5. He’s doing well.
I enrolled him in a Catholic school. | work for Sigma-
Aldrich Chemical Company, position (Scientist), City
(Milwaukee), and State (Wisconsin). My home address
is: 4238 W. Hawthorne Trace Rd., Apt. 201, Brown
Deer, WI, 53209. | miss all my friends in Binghamton.
You know that | am a friendly person. | am still trying to
make friends here but it'll take time. Now you know
how to get me. Thank you.”

Robert Praga (BS ‘02) is in the chemistry PhD
program at Johns Hopkins.

Ryan (Shih-Sheng) Sun (PhD '02, Lees) was a
postdoctoral fellow at Northwestern University until
October 2003. His is now an Assistant Research
Fellow in the Institute of Chemistry at Academia Sinica,
Taipei, Taiwan.

Hanyong Han (BS ‘03) is with the Wyeth Corporation
in New Jersey.

Trevor Jenkins (BS ‘03) is in the chemistry PhD
program at Dartmouth University.

Jennifer M. Lewis (BS '03, Handy) is at the National
Institutes of Health on a research fellowship.

Loura Moussa (BS ‘03) is in the PhD program in
Chemistry at Duke University.

Peter O. Otieno (PhD ‘03, Eisch) is currently
postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Chemistry,
University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia. He
says | hope everything is okay over there. Our journey
to Victoria was fine. | have already moved into an
anartment and mv daiinhters have inined Victoria Hinh

Let us hear from you! Let us hear from you!

Let us hear from you!

Let us hear from you!

Send news to Stan Madan, Alumni News Coordinator, Chemistry Newsletter, Chemistry, Box 6000, SUNY,
Binghamton, NY 13902-6000, or email chemchr@binghamton.edu
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Ed. Note: This newsletter’s interview is with three undergraduate
chem majors. The interview was held in the Spring semester, 2001,
just as Marilyn, Josh, and Lisa were about to graduate. The interview
reflects their views on their four years at Binghamton and their
experience as chemistry majors. Because there was such long delay
between the interview and it's publication, | asked them this month to
comment on the interview they gave two years ago. This addendum
to the interview is given below. -JD

Chemistry Times: Why did you come to Binghamton?

Josh King: Mainly because it was relatively cheap
compared to other universities | was considering.

Lisa Israel: Academic reputation.

Marilyn Matthews: | came for a combination of both
because both the other schools | was going to go were
three times the price and academically beneath
Binghamton.

CT: When you came here you probably had some idea
of the kind of university Binghamton was and what it
was particularly that you wanted to get out of the
University. Now that it's your senior year, have you
gotten what you thought you'd get out of it four years
ago?

LI: I definitely got more that | came expecting, as far as
non-academic, just like making good friends. | always
wanted to be a chemistry major and | originally started
out going for a BA and then I finished the BA after
three years and realized that | didn't feel like | knew
enough then | finished the BS. | ended up making good
friends and getting a good education. When | came in
that wasn’t my main priority — two for one.

JK: I have to admit that my initial expectations were
not very high. But it was very naive of me to think that
way. After four years 1@ have to say that | couldn®be
happier with the choice | made. This school was
flexible enough that it could accommodate me — even
though my interests changed as | went through my
academic career. So that was really key. One of the
reasons | chose to go to Binghamton was because it is
fairly well-rounded across all subject areas which is
great when you®@e not exactly sure what you want to
study. It accommodated me when | changed my mind
along the way.

MM: | also wanted to be a chemistry major but during
the course of my freshmen year | felt that biochemistry
would be more related to and applicable to what | was
doing later. As | started going through the major |

realized that it wasn't for me and | switched back to
chemistry.

LI: I then changed Marilyn’s life.

MM: She transformed me. | was a BA with her. We
were BA's for about a week and then | said, “If we
double up and take four chemistry classes for the next
three semesters we can do it,” and we did!

LI: 'm so glad we did. | learned so much more that |
had ever imagined. | don’t even think there should be a
BA because there is too much material and a BA |
don't think gives you a complete overview of all the
aspects and different fields of chemistry. The labs are
essential to a chemistry major graduating. There’s no
way anybody with a BA can survive | think.

MM: | think if you want just a science background, like
the route Josh is going, if you have something else in
conjunction with it. But if you're a BA and you think
that’s suitable for a job then you're wrong because in
industry bio laboratory techniques and all those tedious
write ups serve a purpose and prepare you for the
future. There is no way you would be able to do it
without it. | was actually told that in the industry.

JK: | definitely agree with that. If you know that you
don’t necessarily want to go into a chem-related
industry or become a chemist per se, then the BA is
great because it allows you learn a great deal about
chemistry while still giving you enough flexibility to
study other subjects. Basically the major difference is
the lab work — in terms of the theoretical courses, |
took almost all of those required by the BS. All | really
didn’t take was Chem 422 [Instrumental Analysis] and
Chem 455 [Physical Chemistry Laboratory]. However,
since | did research here, | was able to pick up many of
these techniques by simply working in the lab. | don't
feel I'm equipped to work in a professional laboratory
but that was never my objective so | don't feel | was
cheated at all.

LI: I think it's great that almost every chemistry student
has the opportunity to do research. A lot of the other
schools - the resources are limited. The faculty
encourages research and lot of money is being
pumped into the system. That's great because a lot of
people are at a disadvantage.

CT: Would you say that research opportunities here
are the best thing about the chemistry program at
Binghamton or are there other things?

LI: I would say that as far as when | went to go visit the
grad schools when they were comparing me directly to
the other students on a one-to-one basis the research
set me apart and the publications and the
presentations and my ability to use techniques like the



AFM and STM. It set me apart from other people sitting
in the same room as me coming from a great school.

CT: The reason | chose you three for this interview
was you have quite different post-graduate plans. Lisa,
you're looking at chemistry graduate schools, and
Marilyn you're looking at pharmacology graduate
schools, and Josh you're off into business. | can
understand chemistry preparing one for pharmacology
and for chemistry graduate school, but how do you
work in chemistry with business?

JK: This is the favorite interview question of every
corporate recruiter I®e met to date. Basically what | tell
them is when | came to this school | knew | was going
to major in science and that was because | wanted a
rigorous education. What | really wanted out of my
degree was to major in analytical thinking. My father
was a doctor so | grew up around medicine and
science and that type of thing so | thought that's what |
would be. | chose chemistry because | love problem
solving and | like using math to solve problems. | am
thrilled by the feeling | get when | am confronted with a
difficult problem and then manage to come up with the
solution. Those types of skills are obviously highly
applicable in finance as well, whether you're analyzing
a company® financial statements or trying to
understand how the financial markets operate. You
really need to approach those problems from an
analytical standpoint as well. When | worked over the
summer, | was doing a lot of work with spreadsheets,
analyzing data that type of thing.

CT: Where is there?

JK: At J.P. Morgan on Wall Street. | was always using
Excel to analyze data using statistical tools like
regression analysis -- the very same techniques we
would apply to data from lab work. Those skills which |
first picked up by being a chemistry student really
helped me as a financial analyst.

CT: Lisa, you've just gotten back from a round of
interviews at graduate schools? How many graduate
schools have you gotten into?

LI: Three.
Have you chosen one yet?
LI: No. Still choosing.

CT: Marilyn, you are going to the number two
university in pharmacology, the University of
Maryland? Do you feel like you had a good ‘in’
because you came from SUNY Binghamton?

MM: | particularly feel that aside from the fact that |
came from Binghamton, my research set me apart
from the candidates. What I really enjoyed about
University of Maryland is that they're heavily involved

in research and continuously being funded through the
state for research purposes. This is one of the very few
pharmacy schools that | can have an opportunity to
either do a fellowship. A lot of the pharmacy programs
are so structured and more geared toward therapeutic
that I'm not going to be able to chem. | want to be able
to do chemistry. What they like about me particularly is
that | have a lot of chemistry experience. They looked
at students mainly in chemistry and a lot of the
students that were doing interviews with me were
chem majors. I've talked with admissions professional
people at other universities and they said a lot of their
students were bio majors, but | wanted to be more in a
chem-oriented atmosphere because | might decide to
go into research and | wanted to have that background.

CT: This place, Binghamton, has both positive and
negative aspects. We've talked a little bit about the
positive aspects. What do you think is the area that the
undergraduate program in chemistry at SUNY
Binghamton can improve the most in?

MM: More lab work required. | think that it would have
been nice if | was told that the ACS certification wasn’t
part of my degree. At least if someone had told me
what | needed earlier, before last semester. | would
have liked to have had it. | know coming from this
institution it doesn’t matter because they know it's a
four-year university and that has a real chemistry
program with a lot of great instrumentation. | would
have liked ACS certification for my own knowledge so
that when | was going out to, hopefully, one of the top
grad schools, | was on an equal playing field.

CT: How about you Josh, what do you think is the area
that can be most improved?

JK: I think it would have been interesting if the
department provided greater guidance to students
around what sorts of applications a chemistry degree
has in the real world. | realize | took a relatively non-
traditional route, but in retrospect, | think my decision
could have been better anticipated by the faculty. In all
fairness, however, | did find that most faculty members
in the chemistry department were very open to sitting
down and discussing my future. Dr. Jones was
especially helpful with things like that. In terms of the
future, how can you use the chemistry degree? Its
actually more broadly applicable then I think our own
department would have you believe. Obviously in my
case | can tell you that it was crucial in my landing a
job in finance. | did relatively well with on-campus
interviews this year. | did much better than many of my
friends in the School of Management, and | genuinely
feel that | owe it all to the fact that | was a chemistry
major. | think that things like that need to be made
known to people here because maybe you'd see a lot



more people becoming chemistry majors if they knew
this.

CT: Marilyn, you seemed to agree with Josh when he
said the word ‘guidance.’

MM: I'm the perfect case scenario. She [Lisa] was my
chemistry advisor last year at this time. | was totally
confused. | didn't know what constituted a BA. | was on
the biochemistry path. My fear was to stay here longer
than four years. | was frantically worrying all the time
how am | going to plan all these classes (certain ones
are available in the fall, certain ones available in the
spring). | think that needs to be changed. There are a
lot of people who are falling behind because they don’t
have the knowledge and they don’t have the guidance
and not everyone is going to seek someone who
knows this stuff. | didn’t know anything until the
beginning of my senior year. | still wasn't sure if | was
graduating coming into my senior year. That's scary. |
was scared | was going to miss a class or a credit or
two. Besides the chemistry major | think the general
education requirements are all messed up. Now there
are certain requirements that are added on to what we
had. Now | hear that some chemistry classes are
counting toward composition. That's great, because we
write so many lab reports. There are a lot of classes |
had to squeeze into my schedule during the four years.
| haven't taken a schedule that hasn't been full time.
Full time meaning 16 credits and partly due to the fact
that | had to take these general education
requirements, and | came in with transfer credits (AP
credits, etc.). It's ridiculous. | don’t think we need all
that general education. There is no need why | had to
take ...

LI: | disagree with you. My housemates ... | and
another girl are in Harpur , three in Human
Development, and the rest of my house is in School of
Management. All of the people in School of
Management have had to take math classes, lab
classes and art classes, but we never have to take
business classes. I'm telling you that half the chemistry
department does not know how to balance a
checkbook. | don't know anything about business. |
think that as much as the School of Management is
required to take lab classes, they should require us to
take business classes.

JK: | think that the fact that the faculty in the
department of chemistry have such high expectations
of the students causes the students to work extremely
hard to meet those expectations. The higher the
expectation, the more the students are going to
achieve. That's a reason that I'm proud to say that |
majored in chemistry because | was exposed to those
faculty members.

MM: The faculty members really do take an interest in
the students and the welfare of the students. The only
thing | really do have to be critical about is the class
size of freshmen and sophomore year classes,
especially organic chemistry. A lot of people are
suffering. A lot of people turn away from the chem
major because of this class. | particularly liked it.
Maybe they should limit the class size, make it smaller
discussion groups and have more TAs work with the
students. A lot of people dread the class. They turn
away from pre-med and chem fields because this class
is rigorous and difficult.

LI: | disagree again. | do agree that general chem and
orgo are definitely ‘weed out’ classes, no questions
asked. When you come to a school that’'s 9,000
undergrads, you know that freshmen classes are going
to be that size. We're lucky more classes aren't that
size. If you're going to go to a small university you're
guaranteed that the classes are going to be smaller. If
you're going to go to a bigger university you're
guaranteed that your freshmen classes could be 700
students. If you're going to come somewhere in the
middle, your freshmen classes are going to be big.

CT: As graduating seniors, from your perspective, what
do you think of Binghamton’s new building program,
the increase in enroliment, more emphasis on
research. What's your view on that?

JK: As long as there® a net increase in income to the
University then | think that it would be a good thing, but
with all those new people, there’s going to be a lot
more expenses. If it ends up tapping money away from
research or from the purchase of instruments or
whatever it is, then that’s negative. So it really depends
on what money will be brought into the school and how
it's going to be used.

CT: For example, Binghamton went Division I, as part
of its greater presence on the academic scene. Any
comments about that?

MM: The thing is, the school is known for its academic
reputation and we don’t have a football team and the
like. We don't have a lot of the big sports, we don’t
have a lot of school spirit. I'm talking from experience; |
was an athlete. That's one of the reasons | decided to
come because | was recruited. | think with the influx of
athletes there might be a little decrease in entry
requirements. | don't think it's a good idea that we're
trying to boost athletics as much unless its proportional
to the money they’re putting toward education. If
there’s an increase in enrollment there should still be
competitiveness to getting in. It seems like if they're
increasing enroliments more people are getting in and
it's easier. But if it's still hard, you're still getting a high



caliber group of students and the money is still going
toward research.

JK: | believe that enrollment, in terms of numbers of
admitted students, can increase while at the same
time, the requirements for admission become more
rigid. There's tremendous amount of demand to get
into this school because of the value you get out of it.
There’s a tremendous number of gifted students who |
think would be more turned on to this school if it
became more competitive to get in. | think moving to
Division | is a positive thing. Talented students would
be more interested in coming to a school that has
Division | sports resulting in greater school spirit than
going to a school that doesn'’t. That's one of the
reasons why you'll see very bright students going to
schools like Michigan or UNC or to other state schools
that have those perks that you don't find here. | also
don't think it's going to drain that much money away
from academic pursuits. In the beginning it might, but
in the end it could even become self-sufficient and
profitable for the school. So overall | think its great.

LI: I don’t specifically have an opinion either way about
them moving to Division I, but | think it's good that
they’re putting more money into the school. If you don’t
put more money into the school as far as the Union,
the dorms and everything in general, the quality of the
school would have decreased. It would have caused
fewer people to want to come here. If we keep putting
more money into it, we're going to get better and
better.

CT: What kinds of research are you doing here as
undergraduates?

JK: I'm doing research with Scott Oliver and I'm
studying organic self-assembled mono-layers.
Basically we have two or three objectives. The most
important of which is that we@e studying how these
molecules form thin films. We've been using everything
from six chain methylene groups to eight chain
methylene groups. Right now we're synthesizing a
sixteen length carbon chain and we’re examining how
films differ as a function of the length of the carbon
chain. Another goal is to use a self-assembled
monolayers as a junction between metal coated silicon
wafers, which basically could substitute for a
component that's required in lots of electrical devices.
Since it could be a really fast and cheap means of
producing those types of devices, it could really
enhance productivity in the semiconductor industry and
electrical manufacturing industries. So far we've
somewhat succeeded in terms of forming that type of
bond but right now we®@e working on increasing its
strength.

MM: I'm working with Professor Dix. We're trying to

determine the mechanism of anion transfer and
inhibition in red blood cell membrane. We've been
doing stopped-flow studies, and we're trying to see at
which stage the inhibition occurs. The inhibitor that
we're using is dibenzamidodisulfonic stilbene. Basically
what we do is we make membrane solutions from the
red blood run them through a stop flow spectrometer.
We're trying to measure the fluorescene intensity
versus time and by doing this we can determine how
much of chloride is being exchanged. Also I've made
simulations on Excel to see what | expect out of
reactions when certain concentrations of chloride and
inhibitor are being put into the system. I'm just going to
analyze my results that I've done in my experiments
and hopefully use this in my honors thesis. I'm going to
compare my results with the simulation of my predicted
results.

CT: High School students are looking to attend
Binghamton University. What would you say to them
about Binghamton?

LI: I would say that the Chemistry Department and the
school, as a whole, has definitely improved in the last
four years and | only see it going in the same direction.
| would encourage them to come here.

JK: If | came to Binghamton now, compared to when |
came here four years ago, I'd be much more
impressed, solely because of the construction that's
happening on campus. | think it's going to look
awesome when everything’s complete. Not to mention
the fact that Binghamton'’s really improved its public
relations so | think that the public as a whole is getting
a more positive view of the school and for that reason it
would also feel good coming here...feel better than it
did when | came here anyway.

MM: The progressive atmosphere, the construction
and the money being put into the school are really
remarkable. | would tell undergraduates that this is a
great school as far as being an undergraduate, and it
prepares you very well for graduate studies related to
this field. To revert back to what Josh said before,
there are so many things you can do with this major. It
will make you think, it's challenging, but it's rewarding.
You're going to come out knowing that you had the
optimum educational experience.

JK: I think it's a good bet that a lot of us are going to
become successful one day and | for one strongly
believe in giving back to this school. Ivy league schools
like Princeton and Harvard receive so much
reinforcement in terms of money and other help from
its alumni that it puts Binghamton at a disadvantage
until our own alumni begin to contribute on a



comparable scale. The cumulative effect would be to
make Binghamton a better and more prestigious place,
which in turn, will improve the caliber of our own
resumes.

Update to Interview, December, 2003

CT: What are you doing now?

MM: | am currently in my third year of the Doctor of
Pharmacy program at the University of Maryland.
Following graduation from pharmacy school | plan on
continuing the PharmD/Ph.D dual degree path in the
pharmaceutical sciences under Dr. Andrew Coop. My
research focus is in the design of pharmacological
agents for the treatment of GHB overdose and for use
in pharmacological binding assays.

JK: | am a third-year analyst in the JPMorgan Private
Bank. We offer financial services to the ultra wealthy,
usually dealing with families who have a net worth in
excess of $25 million. | work for a specialized team
called Wealth Advisory. On a daily basis | provide
clients and prospective clients with analysis and advice
that helps them make decisions on how to structure
their wealth in the most efficient manner. Doing this
involves developing financial models, usually with
Excel, that can be customized for a particular client®
needs. On a day to day basis, | support the Private
Bank® 15 senior "Wealth Advisors" in the U.S. in their
endeavors to advise clients and increase business for
the firm. The program | was hired through was three
years in length, so soon | will be entering into a
periodof transition as | will have to make a decision
about where to go next.

LI: I am still in Graduate School at New York
University.

CT: Anything in particular about your chemistry
education that has served you well in the past 2 1/2
years?

MM: Before entering pharmacy school, | was not
aware of the amount of chemistry involved in the
majority of classes that | would be taking. Now that |
have completed 5 semesters of pharmacy school |
could not have been more prepared to tackle courses
such as biochemistry, pharmacology, medicinal
chemistry, drug chemistry, pharmaceutics, and many
others that are built around a solid chemistry
foundation. It was extremely obvious that the bio

majors were struggling while the chemistry and
biochemistry majors picked up concepts at a faster
rate. Interestingly, besides the fact that the chemistry
program prepared me for graduate studies | have
noticed that Binghamton University has commanded
respect and is well recognized amongst faculty at other
institutions including the University of Maryland

JK: Without a doubt, the thought process | developed
as a result of studying chemistry is something | use
daily in my career. The ability to look at problem and
deconstruct it into its basic component parts is just as
valuable in the financial world as it is in science. Also,
the subject matter in chemistry is very abstract - you
can®actual see most of the stuff that you@e learning
about. You can observe some of it using instruments
but that® about it. The financial markets are
remarkably similar. Its all very abstract, but billions of
dollars are changing hands every day. At least that®
what my Bloomberg says, and what the ticker at the
bottom of CNBC seems to indicate, but | can®actually
see those dollars. | admit, however, that | miss
studying chem and science; | have probably forgotten
more about chemistry than most people ever learn.

| have nothing but positive things to say about the
entire Binghamton experience. As far as my academic
education, | would say that it was absolutely on par
with any one of the best schools in the country. | base
that assessment on the fact that the majority of the
people | work with today attended prestigious private
universities and | in no way feel that they received a
superior education. The one thing they have which
Binghamton graduates lack to some extent, is a well
developed profossional network. But this is something |
see changing in the future as alumni like myself begin
to take a more active role towards developing this.

LI: Nothing about my option of Binghamton Education
has changed in the last 2 1/2 years. | was fully
prepared for all of the challenges Grad school has
thrown at me since | left Binghamton. Nothing was a
surprise.

Since | am in a biomolecular chemistry Ph.D. student, |
have learned lots of new things since | left but the lab
techniques are all the same so | would have to name
that as what served me best. | think the independent
research is the most important part of the BS degree if
you plan to work in the field of chemistry.
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GRADUATE STUDENTS - Where we hear they are now

Name
Xu, Hongwu
Masila, Miriam (Ngundi)
Otieno, Peter
Sarno, David
Y ang, Shoufeng
Chatterjee, Subarni
Zhang, Yan
Burton, Benjamin
Dobley, Arthur
Hayes, Christopher
Nguyen, Yen-L oan
Owuor, Fredrick
Rosenberg, Murray
Sun, Ryan (Shih-Sheng)
Y ang, Szu-Wei (Steve)
Zhu, Zhengtao
Chromik, Richard
Gilbert, Dave
Mahlangu, Dick
Eniade, Adewale
Yan, Fei
Hermans, Leone G.
Jakubek, Vladimir
Sargent, Anita
Stroyan, EricP.
Baron (Whynot), Donna
Argiros, Ann
Dahl, Jeffrey
Dunwoody, Nicholas
Zhang, Felicia
Hermans, Leone
Li, Yankun
Parra, Algjandro
Weeks, Curtis
Zhang, Fan

Advisor
Sadik

Sadik

Eisch

Jones
Whittingham
Bane

Jones

Jones

Whittingham
Handy
Oliver

Eisch
Bane/Brinker
Lees

Jones
Musfeldt
Cotts
Doetschman
Dix

Ben

Sadik

Jones.

Lees

Sadik
Stevens
Bane
Starzak
Bane

Lees

Zhong

Jones

Bane
Stevens

Whittingham

Whittingham

Title
Postdoctora Fellow

Postdoctoral Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Research Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Chemist

Research Scientist
medical student
Research Chemist
Scientist

Laboratory Coordinator
Assistant Research Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Research Associate
Adjunct Instructor
Postdoctoral Fellow
Postdoctoral Fellow
Chemist

Postdoctoral Fellow
Surgical Technologist
Teacher

Sr. Process Scientist
Assistant Professor
Drug Inform. Specialist
Investigator

denta student

Chemist

Postdoctoral Research Fellow

Faculty member
Research Scientist
Staff Scientist

Organization

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Ml,

Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, DC
University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
University of Tennessee, Louisville, TN,
Children’ s Hospital, Harvard Med, Boston, MA
GE Research and Devel opment, Schenectady, NY
Proctor and Gamble, Norwich, NY

Lithion, Pawcatuck, CT

SUNY Upstate Medical School, Syracuse, NY
Shippley, Inc., Atlanta, GA

Sigma Aldrich, Milwaukee, WI

SUNY Albany

Institute of Chemistry, Academia Sinica, Taipei, ROC
Binghamton University

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN

Lehigh University, Bethlehem, PA

University of Rochester Medical Center, NY
Binghamton University

Simon-Fraser University,Barnaby, British Columbia
Oak Ridge National Laboratory, Oak Ridge, TN
Bayer Corp., Pittsburgh, PA

Cornell University, Ithaca, NY

Lourdes Hospital, Johnson City, NY

Abington Heights H.S., Clarks Summit. PA
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Rennselaer, NY
Siena College, Loudonville, NY

Proctor & Gamble Pharm., Mason, OH

Vertex Pharmaceuticals, Inc,. Cambridge, MA

U of Pennsylvania Dental School, Philadelphia, PA
Bayer Corporation, Pittsburgh, PA

School of Medicine, UNC, Chapel Hill

San Luis Potosi Univ., Mexico

US Air Force, Colorado Springs, CO

Duracell, Bethel, CT
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Alila, Joseph R.
Chen, Rongji
Chirayil, Thomas
Feinberg, Matthew
Moore, Gregory
Tezuka, Kenichi
Dai, Dongcheng
Janauer, Gerald
Janik, Mark

Jiang, Biwang
Saavedr a-Ramallo,Oscar
Thomas, Gregory
Fox, Jack

Grygidl, Wojciech
Han, Yi

Potenziano, James
Turock, Christopher
K otowicz, Bogudaw
Lexa, Dusan

M ehlenbacher, Randy
Qian, Yun
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